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being with Bombay friends as much as I have lately been. But I hope
they will forgive me, if the new arrangement results, as I hope it will,
in greater service to the country. Young India has hitherto been
chiefly occupied in dealing with the Punjab affairs. But one may
reasonably hope that the cloud will lift in the near future.
"What will Young India then present to its readers? I frankly
confess that to me editing a newspaper in English is no pleasure. I
feel that in occupying myself with that work, I am not making the
best use of my time and but for the Madras Presidency, I should now
leave the work of editing Young India. It is true that I should at times
like to make my views in matters of general interest known to the
Government. But I do not need to control a newspaper merely for
that purpose.
"The editing of Navajivan has been a perfect revelation to me.
Whilst Young India has little more than 1,200 subscribers, Navajivan
has 12,000. The number would leap to 20,000 if we would but get
printers to print that number. It shows that a vernacular newspaper
is a felt want. I am proud to think that I have numerous readers
among farmers and workers. They make India. Their poverty is
India's curse and crime. Their prosperity alone can make India a
country fit to live in. They represent nearly eighty per cent of
India's population. The English journals touch but the fringe of the
ocean of India's population.
" Whilst, therefore, I hold it to be the duty of every English-
knowing Indian to translate the best of the English thought in the
vernaculars for the benefit of the masses, I recognize that for a few
years to come, until we have accepted Hindustani as the common
medium among the cultured classes and until Hindustani becomes
compulsory in our schools as a second language, educated India,
especially in the Madras Presidency, must be addressed in English.
But I will not be a party to editing a newspaper that does not pay its
way. Young India cannot pay its way unless it has at least 2,500
paying subscribers. I must appeal to my Tamil friends to see to it
that the requisite number of subscribers is found, if they wish to see
Young India continued.
" The more so now, because the proprietors of Young India have
decided to give up all advertisements. I know that they have not
been entirely, if at all, converted to my view that a newspaper ought
to be condugp^cT without advertisements. But they are willing to let